
Remembering Our Military 

“For love of country they accepted death...”  ~James A. Garfield  
 
 Tomorrow is Memorial Day and we would like 
to recognize and show our appreciation to all 
who made the ultimate sacrifice for our country 
and the freedoms we enjoy.   

"These heroes are dead. They died for liberty – 
they died for us. They are at rest. They sleep in 
the land they made free, under the flag they 
rendered stainless, under the solemn pines, the 
sad hemlocks, the tearful willows, and the 
embracing vines. In the midst of battle, in the 
roar of conflict, they found the serenity of death. 
I have one sentiment for soldiers living and 
dead: cheers for the living; tears for the dead." 
— Robert G. Ingersoll 
 

 
We would like to ask you to take a moment tomorrow to pray for those who 
gave their lives in service to our nation.  Pray also for the many families who 
lost loved ones and are still grieving.   
 
On Memorial Day we honor and celebrate the service and sacrifice that our 
heroes have made and join with churches throughout the country in 
demonstrating our thankfulness for their selfless sacrifice and faithful service. 
 
In addition to the heroes who have bravely gone before us, please also pray 
for our veterans who are currently serving and for those who have served 
and are struggling to readjust to life at home. 
 
Prayer for our Veterans 
 
“Heavenly Father, we come to you and ask for your grace to rest upon our 
troops serving in hostile lands throughout the world.  We ask that you keep 
them safe and watch over them with your loving care.  Protect them as they 
protect us.  Bless them and their families for their selfless acts of service.  
Bind up the broken-hearted and heal those who have been wounded.  
Comfort those who are grieving and strengthen those in need of courage. 
Grant our leaders wisdom and firm resolve. Please bring peace to lands filled 
with conflict and strife.  We ask this in the name of your Son Jesus, who is 
the Prince of Peace.  Amen.” 
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Remembering Our Military 

“If you love your freedom, thank a veteran for it!” 
 

Today we observe Armed Forces Sunday, a day 
set aside to honor all of those who have served 
and are serving our country.  Armed Forces 
Sunday celebrates the service of those in all 
branches of military service: Army, Navy, 
Marines, Air Force, and Coast Guard.   
 
We would like to recognize as a church those 
who have served for our country and our 
freedom.  We honor and celebrate the service 
and sacrifice they have made and join with 
churches throughout the country in demonstrating 
our thankfulness for their service. 
 

Many military personnel face unexpected and 
difficult challenges. 

 There are over 425,000 veterans in the greater Chicago area alone 
and over 2 million people in IL who are members of a military family 

 Over 300,000 vets suffer from PTSD and many of them do not seek 
treatment 

 About 67,000 vets will be homeless tonight and twice that many will 
experience homelessness at some point this year 

 The unemployment rate of veterans is significantly higher than the 
national average 
 

Please join with us in praying for our veterans; honoring the service they 
have performed to keep our country free while also being aware of the 
hardships and difficulties many of them experience. 
 
Prayer for our Veterans 
 
“Heavenly Father, we come to you and ask for your grace to rest upon our troops 
serving in Afghanistan, Iraq, and throughout the world.  We ask that you keep them 
safe and watch over them with your loving care.  Protect them as they protect us.  
Bless them and their families for their selfless acts of service.  Bind up the broken-
hearted and heal those who have been wounded.  Comfort those who are grieving 
and strengthen those in need of courage. Grant our leaders wisdom and firm resolve. 
Please bring peace to lands filled with conflict and strife.  We ask this in the name of 
your Son Jesus who is the Prince of Peace.  Amen.” 
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Military Champion Description 

Major Role: 

 To serve as a friend, resource and mentor to current military, veterans and/or 

their families. 

 To be a bridge connecting current military, veterans and/or their family to a 

vibrant faith community. 

 

Qualifications: 

 Must be a committed follower of Jesus connected to a local faith community. 

 Must be an emotionally stable and mature person with a sincere interest in 

helping current military and veterans’ transition effectively into their communities. 

 Must be willing to learn and have time to invest in this program. 

 

Training: 

 Attend an orientation and training program to acquaint you with the program as 

well as the issues facing returning current military members or veterans and their 

families today. 

 Receive encouragement to plan events with the purpose of allowing champions 

to develop peer-to-peer friendships, as well as to delve deeper into the issues 

impacting current military, veterans, and their families, as well as the resources 

available to help. 

 

Major Responsibilities: 

 To provide friendship, support, inspiration and spiritual guidance to current 

military, veterans and/or their family with whom you made contact. 

 To pray regularly for your current military member, veteran, and/or their family. 

 To work as a part of a team in conjunction with the Military Outreach Greater 

Chicago (MOGC) Coordinator, staff, faith community and community agencies to 

help your patriot reenter society with as strong a foundation as is possible. 

 

Benefits: 

 A tangible way to be the hands and feet of Jesus by helping Military members 

transition back into the community following deployments and military service. 

 An opportunity to become acquainted with the struggles of our returning Military, 

our Veterans, and their family members. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

What is a military-friendly church? 
 
A military-friendly church is a congregation with a culture welcoming of those in 

active military service, veterans and their families. These churches are 

committed to providing spiritual support and practical care to all military members 

and seek to exemplify Paul’s command to his friends in the young church in 

Rome: “Be devoted to one another in love. Honor one another above 

yourselves…Share with the Lord’s people who are in need. Practice hospitality.” 

(Romans 12:10-13) 

 

A military-friendly church is characterized by its eagerness to do at least 3 of the 

following: 

 

 Publicly acknowledge the congregation’s veterans during worship services 

on Memorial Day and or Veteran’s Day. 

 Publicly pray for those in the military periodically during worship services. 

 List the names of those on active duty in your weekly bulletin or monthly 

newsletter. 

 Display the photographs of service members in the church lobby. 

 Commitment to reach out to the family members of deployed soldiers 

through phone calls, home visitation, etc. 

 Send mail or care packages to deployed soldiers 

 Commission your congregation’s soldiers before a deployment and/or 

welcome them home upon their return 

 

In addition, when a need arises, a military-friendly church will connect the military 

member, veteran or family member to a Military Outreach of Greater Chicago 

(MOGC) Champion through the MOCG network. 

 

 


