
Remembering Our Military 

“If you love your freedom, thank a veteran for it!” 
 

Today we observe Armed Forces Sunday, a 
day set aside to honor all of those who have 
served and are serving our country.  Armed 
Forces Sunday celebrates the service of 
those in all branches of military service: 
Army, Navy, Marines, Air Force, and Coast 
Guard.   
 
We would like to recognize as a church those 
who have served for our country and our 
freedom.  We honor and celebrate the 
service and sacrifice they have made and join 
with churches throughout the country in 
demonstrating our thankfulness for their 
service. 

 
Many military personnel face unexpected and difficult challenges. 

 There are over 425,000 veterans in the greater Chicago area 
alone and over 2 million people in IL who are members of a 
military family 

 Over 300,000 vets suffer from PTSD and many of them do not 
seek treatment 

 About 67,000 vets will be homeless tonight and twice that many 
will experience homelessness at some point this year 

 The unemployment rate of veterans is significantly higher than 
the national average 
 

Please join with us in praying for our veterans; honoring the service they 
have performed to keep our country free while also being aware of the 
hardships and difficulties many of them experience. 
 
Prayer for our Veterans 
“Heavenly Father, we come to you and ask for your grace to rest upon 
our troops serving in Afghanistan, Iraq and Kuwait and throughout the 
world.  We ask that you keep them safe and watch over them with your 
loving care.  Protect them as they protect us.  Bless them and their 
families for their selfless acts of service.  Bind up the broken-hearted and 
heal those who have been wounded.  Comfort those who are grieving 
and strengthen those in need of courage. Grant our leaders wisdom and 
firm resolve. Please bring peace to lands filled with conflict and strife.  
We ask this in the name of your Son Jesus who is the Prince of Peace.  
Amen.” 
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